AT HAPPENED
3ASIC CHRISTIANITY?

Christianity in today’s world is not what it was in the time of the original
apostles. Times and values have changed. Ecclesiastical politics, theology,
philosophy and higher criticism have all had their part in complicating the
simple beliefs and practices of the original Christians. As the Apostle Jude
exhorted, it is time ““to earnestly contend for the faith once for ali delivered.”

, ccs a true Christian have
B to become a student of to-
¥ day’s complex, often abstract
theclogy 1o be saved? Must a true

aliever be able to wrap his or her

~ _aind around the sophisticated

theology of Barth and Nietzsche to
make it into the Kingdom of God?

Some scholars have presumed to
call the faith of the original Chris-
tians “primitive.” They have looked
down upon the theology of Peter,
Paul and John as being “less ad-
vanced” than the confusing, com-
piex abstractions of today’s
theological thinkers.

James, according to one of the
.eformers. wrote “an epistie of
straw.” Another scholar claimed
that Jesus Christ, the Savior of all
mankind, was nothing more than a
pious fraud—a charlatan and a fake
who plotted his own crucifixion!
Still other modern thinkers have in-
troduced such concepts as the death

f God and “situation ethics.” There
. almost no part of the Scriptures
which is not considered te be unre-
liable by one scholar or another.
The first eleven chapters of Genesis
have been declared “myth™ by a
major “Christian™ denomination in
Canada.

A substantial majoerity of modern
biblical scholars have embraced the
idea that Isaiah wrote only the first
thirty-nine chapters of the book at-
tributed to him. The remainder of
the book is thought to have been
written by other hands at a much
later date.
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The accounts of miracles in the
Bible have been discounted on the
basis of their scientific unprovabil-
ity.

Much debate has taken place
over the integrity of the existing
texts or manuscripts of the Bible.
Alleged contradictions and dis-
crepancies have been cited as reason
for rejecting the Scriptures as a reli-
abie guide to living.

The musty halls of cloistered mo-
nasteries echo the footsteps of
learned monks who spend whole
lifetimes in a search for spiritual en-
lightenment. But it doesn’t seem to
be of much kelp to the American
Midwest farmer who seeks to be in
the Kingdom of God. It doesa’t ap-
pear to assist the spiritual devel-
opment of a construction worker in
northwest England. It provides little
encouragement to the average alco-
holic who is struggling to reach the
hand of Christ,

Something is horribly wrong with
the world of organized Christianity.
Somehow, the simple, yet profound,
faith of the early Church has been
lost in the shuffle,

The intricacies of ecclesiastical
politics and higher finance, along
with the confusing complexities of
theological debate. have somehow
clouded the vision of basic Chris-
tianity.

Unnecessary Knowiedge. How
much does any Christian need to
know in order to he saved? Must
cach child of God become a learned
theotogian in his own right—-able to
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resolve in his own mind the debates
of centuries of scholarship?

Obviously not.

There is no need for average lay-
members to know how to resolve the
problem of “Deutero-Isaiah,” for
example. John 12:37-41 makes it
plain that the early Church believed
the Jewish traditien that Isaiah
wrote the entire book attributed to
his name. John quoted from &oth
“sections” of Isaiah (Isa. 53:1 and
6:10) and attributed both to the tra-
ditional authorship.

Nor does the average Christian
need to resolve the question of
whether the miracles of the Old Tes-
tament and the account of the first
eleven chapters of Genesis are
mythological. The Apostle Paul
taught that “alf scripture is given by
inspiration of God...” (Il Tim.
3:16). Jesus taught that God’s Word
is truth (John 17:17).

Christ also taught that man
should live by every word of God
{Matt. 4:4 and Luke 4:4) and that
none of the Bible is to be rejected.

If you believe the New Testa-
ment, then you musi believe the
Old. And if you don’t belicve the
New Testament, how then can you
call yourself a Christian? The New
Testament Is the onfy reliable record
we have of the life of the Messiah,
the beginnings of the Church and
the beliefs and practices of early
Christianity.

In the absence of updated revela-
tion from God, we have to rely upon
the New Testament—or nothing! It

% it T



is the main source of knowledge and
the foundation of true Christianity.
To reject the New Testament—or
any part of it—is to reject Christ and
His teachings.

To accept the New Testament
and its teachings is to accept Christ.
The relationship of Christians with
Christ is not complex. complicated
and confusing. 1t is simple, vyet
profound.

Speaking of the local congrega-
tien at Corinth, the Apostie Paul
wrote: ®But [ fear, lest by any
means, as the scrpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty. so your minds
should be corrupted from the sim-
plicity thar is in Christ” {11 Cor.
11:3}.

What is Christianity? Well, what i3
true Christianity? What do you have
to know to be saved?

Let’s look at the word “Christian™
first. What does it mean? Where did
it come from?

Acts 11:26 answers: * ... And the
disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch.” Those who were
Christ’s  students—those who fol-
lowed Christ--were given the name
of “Christians”™ by the citizens of the
city of Antioch. A Christian is sim-
ply one who believes, believes in,
and follows the lead and example of
Jesus Christ who is the Son of God.
(Peter himself later used the term
[1 Pet. 4;161)

But what does such belief in-
volve?

Christ came as a Lawgiver—like
Maoses. He came to fulfill and rede-
fine those principles which involve
man’s relationship with his Maker
and his fellow citizens of planct
carth. All of the teachings of Jesus
were based on one s'ingic overriding
principle—/fove.

Jesus's philosophy rose above pi-
cayune pointsoftheclogical debate in
His day. When asked by a lawyer {an
expertinJudaiclaw)whatthe “great™
commandment of the law was. Christ
reduced the whole matter to one
simple principle—love. "Jesus said
unto him. Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with
alt thy scul. and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great command-
ment. And the second 1s like unto it
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the faw and the prophets”
(Malthew 22:37-40).

These two principles have one
common denominator—love. Love
in two directions—toward God and
toward one’s fellowman.

This 15 the essence, the heart and
core, of Christianity! Jesus said that
love was the greatest and most obvi-
ous way to recogaize a true Chris-
tian: “B)y rhis shall all men know
that ye are my dlsupie i ye have
love one to another” (John 13:35).

Course makes it plain. Why not
anrol today? :

THE BIBLE AND THE SPACE AGE. Surprismg as it may seem,
the Space Age was predicted centuries ago. The first
lesson of the Ambassador College Correspondence '

What Is the MEANING iof:the [

The Apostie Paul later eluborated
on this fundamental teaching of
Christ. He taught Christinns: “Owe
no man any thm0 but to love cne
another: for he thdt loveth another
hath fulfilled the law™ (Rom. 13:8).

Think about that. It’s at once both
simple and profound. A person whao
has Christ’s love dwelling in his
heart and mind 15 net going to do
any evil to his neighbor. He or she 13
act going to steal from his neigh-
hor—or lie to them—or murder
them. A Christian who loves his
neighbor is not going to cove!l his
helongings or commit adultery with
his wife. A child who loves his par-
ents 1s not going to dishonor them.

A Christian, in short, keeps the
faw of God because of the element
of love that exists within him. (After
all. if vou're not breaking the law,
you're keeping it!) As Paul said:
“lLove worketh no il to his neigh-
bour: therefore love is the tulfilling
of the law™ (Rom. 13:10). This s
how Christ Himself fulfilled the law
(Matt. 5:17) and thus set an ex-
ample for all Christians. He laid
down his very life in muiﬁLe in the
greatest fulfilment of this central
principle ef love (upon which all of
God's law 1s based)—and he did it
for you and for me!

Love is the centrality of all true

Christianity.
How God’s Love Is Acquired. Loving
God and one’s neighber does not
come naturally for most of us. The
ability 10 express godly love is an
acquired charucteristic. In fact. it's a
gift.

God makes the first move. Paul
explained that we love God because
e first loved us (I John 4:19). God
draws us to Him by His Holy Spirit
(John 6:44). He begins the process
of bringing us into a rclationship
with Him by attracting us te His
gospel.

We respond by asking the ques-
tion: “What must [ now de in the
light of what T now know?" God
answers: . Repenl. und be bap-
tized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ tor the remission of
sins, und ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit™ (Acls 2:38},

Once this 1s done, the Christian
begins to bear the fruit of the Spirit.
“ ... The fruit of the Spirit is LOVE.
joy. peace, longsuffering, gentlencess,



goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance: against such there is no law”
(Gal. 5:22-23). Notice! The very
first fruit fisted is love. This is the
first result God begins to produce in
the life of a converted Christian.

Why? :

Because it is the basis and the
foundation upon which all other be:
liefs and practices of Christianity
are based. Love is the primary char-
acteristic God is developing in His
children.

It is & most necessary prerequisite
to entry into the Kingdom of God.
It is more impertant than knowl-
cdge and understanding. It is far
more important than prophecy. It
transcends even faith, without
which it is impossible to please God
(Heb. 11:6). It is the very best gift of
the Holy Spirit. Paul taught Chris-
tiuns to eagerly desire the besr gifts
(I Cor. 12:31).

He placed love in its proper rela-

nship to all the other gifts, talents
and abilitics which a Christian
could possess: “Though I speak with
the tongues of men and of angels,
and have not charity [Greck agape.
lave]. I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling eymbal. And
though | have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and
all knowledge: and though I have all
Jeirh so that 1 could remove moun-

- s, and have not charity [lovel. |

NOTHING V(T Cor. 13:1-2)

A Christian whoe does not have
the love which comes as the result of
the indwelling of God's Hely Spirit
is noihing, spiritually spenking. He
is no Christtan at all. If you don’t
Believe that. then yeu don’t believe
the Christian Bible!

Love batters down all barriers. Yet

5 not militant. The Christian s

. patient and kind. He is not self-seek-

ing because he secks the welfare of
others before that of himself. Vanity
and jealousy have no place in the
mukeupota Christian. Theconverted
mind doees not delight in scandal and
theknowledge ofevil and sin in others
{compare | Cor. 13:4-6). Al these
characteristics are the result of that
mdwelling love which is the product
of the Holy Spint.

A Christian who loves God
deeply and sincerely is not going to
ercct an idol. Nor is he going to
loosely or carelessly use the name of

God. He will respect that name and
usc it in reverence and esteem. He
will have no other gods before the
true God. Nor will he run rough-
shod over the Sabbath day which
commemorates the creation and the
beginning of the great plan of salva-
tion. He wilf set God apart in his
heart and mind every day—not just
on the Sabbath.

The truly converted Christian en-
ters into a relationship with God
which is based upon and motivated
by love, It is a response to the in-
credible compassion exhibited by
God when He took the first step and
forgave every rotten. heinous, sinful
act and thought you and [ ever com-
mitted.

Love Is the Motivation for the Gos-
pel. Every Christian who has been
granted the priceless gift of con-
version Is going to want to share his
understanding, his way of life, his
knewledge of God with others. He
will be “moved with compassion,”
as was—and is—Jesus Christ (cf,
Mark 1:41; 6:34 and 8:2). when he
surveys the contemporary human
condition. He will have the same
loving attitude Christ exhibited
when He cried with deep emotion:
“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how

often would [ have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ve would not”! (Matt.
23:37)

“That's a lot of religious senti-
mentality and mush.” you may be
thinking. No. You're wrong, What
you are reading about 1s basic Chris-
tianity! 1f you reject love as mere
religious emotionalism, then you are
rejecting Christ the very essence of
true Christianity!

Jesus Christ of Nazareth was not
ashamed to openly express the very
depths of His emations in public,
He wept openly on one occasion
over the lack of faith of some of His
contemporaries (John 11:35),

Fesus was particularly close to the
Apostle John. who used the word
“love™ more than any other single
writer of Scripture {John 21:20). (Just
for yourown edification, why not take
vour concordance and look up the
word “love” and note just how many
times it occurs in both the Gospeland
the letters of John?)

The Apostle JIohn, writing toward
the end of the first century (after ail
the other original apostles were
mariyred). wrote: “For this is the
message that ye heard from the be-
ginning, rhat we should love one an-
other” (I John 3:11),

Many hundreds have written ask-

ing if we have representatives in
their areas to counsel with them
personally and to answer their
guestions.

The answer is yes, we do.

The Worldwide Church of God
sfations personal representatives
(mest are ordained ministers) in the
United States and British Common-
wealth and many other areas of the
world. These local ministers will
visit you, if invited, directly in your
own home.

So if you have spiritual matters to
discuss or questions to ask about
bibtical topics such as repentance,
baptism, etc., please feel free fo
write us and request a private ap-
pointment. Woridwide mailing ad-
dresses and phone numbers are as
follows:

¢ United States: P.O. Box 111, Pas-

If You’d Like to Know More

adena, California 91123. (Or sim-
ply dial this toll-free number in
the continental \J.5.: 1-800-423-
4444, |n California, Alaska and
Hawaii call 213-577-5225 collect.)

e United Kingdom, Eurcope, India,
and Africa: P.O. Box 111, St. Al-
bans, Herts.,, England. (Or dial
this number in U.K.: Radlett [092
76] 2670.)

® New Zealand and Pacific Isies:
P.Q. Box 2709, Auckland 1, New
Zealand. (Or dial Auckland 686-
114—reverse the charges.)

o Australia: P.C. Box 202, Burleigh
Heads, Queensiand 4220. (Or
dial this number: 075-35-4233—
reverse the charges.)

e Canada: P.O. Box 44, Station A,
Vancouver B.C. V6C 2M2

e South Africa: P.O. Box 1060, Jo-
hannesburg 2000. (Or dial this
number: 011-216406.)



Love is at the heart of the gospel
message. [t is a message of outgoing
concern; it is the Church’s gift to the
world; it is an expression of love.
The gospel of the Kingdom tells of a
better way of life, a way of peace
and harmony, and of a better world
to come. It is a message of hope; it is
a burning, white-hot light that
shines in a darkened world.

The Apostle Paul, speaking of his
own nation Israel, wrote: “Brethren,
my heart’s desire and prayer to God
for Israel is, that they might be
saved” (Rom. 10:1).

He was so filled with a loving de-
sire for the welfare of the people
that he said with deep emotion and
feeling: “I have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart. For
[ could wish that I myself were
cursed and cut off from Christ for
the sake of my brothers, those of my
own race, the people of lIsrael”
{(Rom. 9:2-4, The New Internaiional
Version).

Paul was willing to sacrifice him-

self if that’s what it took to bring
about the salvation of Israel. Moses,
many centuries earlier, had much
the same attitude about the nation
of Israel (compare Exodus
32:32).

Should not Christians have a sim-

ilar attitude toward all society? Can
we look at the intense agony and
suffering of humankind—at the gen-
eral wretchedness of the human
condition—and fail to be moved to
at least communicate with that
world? Can we not earnestly desire
that the world be granted both phys-
ical and spiritual salvation? After
all, isn’t that what the gospel is all
about?
To Summarize. All religious argu-
ments crumble into a meaningless
jumble of hollow words in the face
of godly love which is the basis of
real Christianity. Love transcends
everything! You are a Christian 1f
you have received God's Holy Spirit
and are now bearing its fruits in
your life.

Paul summed it all up quite suc-
cinctly in Ephesians 1:13-14:
“ . ..Ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvatien: in whom
[Christ] alse after ye believed, ye
were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise, which is the earnest
[pledge or downpayment] of our in-
heritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unta the
praise of his glory.”

You are even now reading the
words of that gospel. Believe it. Re-
pent and be baptized and you wili
be granted the priceless gift of
God's Holy Spirit, by which you wili
be scaled and preserved to eternal
life! You will be assured of your
place in eternity—in Ged's King-
dom.

And. if you are already baptized.
examine yourself. Are you bearing
the fruits of God's Spirit? Are you
motivated by love towurd God and
your neighber?

Are you living and experiencing
basic Christianiny 0O
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